9th February, 2024
His Excellency,
Senator Bola Ahmed Tinubu GCFR,
President,
Federal Republic of Nigeria,
Aso Rock, Presidential Villa,
FCT, Abuja.

Dear Mr. President,
GROSS ABUSE OF POWERS AND JUDICIAL COUP BY THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF NIGERIA AND THE CHIEF JUDGE OF THE F.C.T HIGH COURT
The Open Justice Alliance is a collaborative and strategic effort championed by a coalition of four non-profit civil organizations to foster a justice system that is open, fair, and accountable to Nigerians by driving transparency and accountability in the justice sector.

Your Excellency, we are constrain to draw the attention of your office to an abominable practice in the judiciary which if not checked, could obliterate the already wane confidence in the justice institution or worse still, destroy the very fabric of our nascent democracy.

By a letter dated January 18th, 2024, the Chief Judge of the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) had called for applications from qualified candidates to fill existing vacancies in the FCT High Court. In what, however, can only be describe as a judicial coup, the said Chief Judge and his counterpart, the Chief Justice of Nigeria, both of whose states of origin are adequately represented on the FCT bench and therefore needed not present any candidate for nomination, were recently reported to have hijacked the recruitment process by nominating their family members to fill vacant positions which ordinarily should go to states like Ebonyi which has no representation at all on the bench. The Chief Justice in particular, was reported to have nominated his son's wife, Oluwakemi Victoria Ariwoola, while his FCT counterpart had nominated his daughter, Maryam Baba-Yusuf. This is coming shortly after the Chief Justice had, in defiance to public outcry, elevated his son, Kayode Ariwoola Jnr to a judge of the Federal High Court, his younger brother, Adebayo Ariwoola, to Auditor of the National Judicial Council, and his nephew, Lateef Ganiyu, as justice of the Court of Appeal.

Mr. President, the fact must be emphasized sir, that the judiciary is not a family business or an asset to be bequeathed at will to children and family members of judicial officers and politicians. Being the last hope of the common man, the persons who mann the institution must be men and women of impeccable character; their appointment process must be seen to be transparent and the appointment itself must be predicated on merit and not ethnicity, politics or family ties.

For the foregoing reason therefore, we call on your Excellency to cause an independent investigation into the selection process of the candidates for recruitment into the FCT High Court. We urge your Excellency to carefully scrutinize the list to ensure that there is compliance with the federal character principle. We believe strongly that so doing will not only stem the tide of judicial coup being practiced by politicians and judicial officers alike but will restore the almost lost confidence in the institution that is imbued by the Constitution to dispense justice. 
We thank your Excellency for the time even as we look forward to your office’s positive intervention/action in this regard. 
Yours faithfully,
PP: OPEN JUSTICE ALLIANCE

NELSON OLANIPEKUN

CC:
The Senate Committee on Judiciary
Through His Excellency,
Senator Godswill Obot Akpabio CON,
President,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
National Assembly Complex,
Three Arms Zone,
FCT, Abuja.

